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ABSTRACT 

[0047] Antimicrobial compositions having synergistic combinations of octoxyglycerin 

and at least one other antimicrobial agent in formulations which are more effective than prior art 
compositions without causing increased irritation to the skin of the average user. In certain 
embodiments, skin irritation may be minimized by low concentrations of antimicrobials and/or 
the presence of soothing compounds such as zinc. Preferred embodiments include combinations 
of octoxyglycerin, a quaternary compound, and at least one other antimicrobial agent. Without 
being bound to any particular theory, it is hypothesized that the unexpected antimicrobial 
effectiveness of combinations of octoxyglycerin may result from an enhancement of the 
permeability of microbes to antimicrobials caused by octoxyglycerin. 
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